
Camilo W, Boza
Past President IFSO 2025
Chile 

WE SHOULD INVEST IN MARKETING AND SOCIAL MEDIA
The Chilean Experience 
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Finland?



ASMBS (American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery)
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BARIATRIC SURGERY IN CHILE

CIRUGIAS

BONO PAD
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What led to the increase in bariatric surgeries 
in Chile these past years?

BONO PAD
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BONO PAD

• The government covers 50% of the surgery cost

• The remaining 50% is paid by the patient, a fixed amount 
determined prior to the surgery

• Patients can undergo surgery at any private medical facility in 
Chile that has this agreement

• Any complication is covered by the hospital until day 14 



Surgical Cost:
50 % FONASA
50% PATIENT

Surgery Total cost Fee covered by FONASA Fee covered by patient

Sleeve Gastrectomy 5,026 USD 2,513 USD 2,513 USD

Gastric Bypass (RYGB) 5.377,87 USD 2.688,94 USD 2.688,94 USD









Global Study on Social Media and Health by KFF, Pew Research Center, and the Journal of Medical Internet Research



Digital health content analysis studies published in PMC and the Journal of Medical Internet Research



Factors in the Choice

Journal of Medical Internet Research - JMIR, Aesthetic Surgery Journal, Pew Research 
Center y reportes de la American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery - ASMBS



Facebook, Instagram, Youtube, Tiktok 
were the most visited

One-hour daily consultation before and 
after the surgery













Investment 

• In 2025 an well know pharma company spent 2,9 Billion USD in 
Marketing 

• 2023 1,1 B
• 2024 1,4 B
• For a new Dual medication they spent 214 million USD in 2025
• 23 Billion sales 





Conclusion: 

• Marketing and social media serve as a bridge that quickly 
connects us with the patient

• They make it possible to educate the population

• A robust digital strategy democratizes access to information and
ensures a steady flow of patients.

• We need strong data but we need to explore faster ways of
generating the data







Thank You!


	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5:   
	Diapositiva 6:   
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8
	Diapositiva 9: What led to the increase in bariatric surgeries in Chile these past years?
	Diapositiva 10
	Diapositiva 11: BONO PAD
	Diapositiva 12: Surgical Cost: 50 % FONASA 50% PATIENT  
	Diapositiva 13
	Diapositiva 14
	Diapositiva 15
	Diapositiva 16
	Diapositiva 17
	Diapositiva 18
	Diapositiva 19
	Diapositiva 20
	Diapositiva 21
	Diapositiva 22
	Diapositiva 23
	Diapositiva 24
	Diapositiva 25: Investment 
	Diapositiva 26
	Diapositiva 27: Conclusion: 
	Diapositiva 28
	Diapositiva 29
	Diapositiva 30

