
IFSO LAC 

Fellowship Program



IFSO LAC FELLOWSHIPS AND FELAC 

INITIATIVES 

Natan Zundel MD FACS FASMBS FIFSO(Hon)

▪ Professor of Surgery

▪ University at Buffalo, NY

▪ JNMC, Miami

▪ Chair Education Committee IFSO Global (Observerships)

▪ Director IFSO LAC FELLOWSHIP Program



OPPORTUNITIES

LEARNING

TEACHING

MENTORING

PUBLISHING



Fellowship in laparoscopic surgery

Why?



MINIMALLY 

INVASIVE 

SURGERY

 Training in minimally 

invasive surgery requires 

a large number of 

procedures during the 

learning curve (ranging 

from 40 to 100) in order 

to acquire appropriate 

knowledge and skills.



LAPAROSCOPIC SURGERY FELLOWSHIP

Reduction of weekly 

working hours for 

resident physicians: 

80 hours in the U.S. and 

48 hours in the E.U.

Many Latin American 

countries lack sufficient 

case volume for 

TEACHING

Lack adequate resources 

and opportunities for 

LEARNING



WHERE?



• TWELVE months

• High-volume centers with 

university, national college 

or association, and IFSO 

LAC certification.

• Endoscopy training 

mandatory.

• Twelve-months curriculum

• Paid or tuition free

FEATURES OF THE PROGRAM

 Apply and be accepted

 Final test: live surgery, 

hands on

 At least two papers 

presented

 At least one publication









The Begginings:

2021, MÉXICO (Two cities)

Endorsed  by:

▪ IFSO LAC

▪ NATIONAL SOCIETY (BMS)

▪ REGIONAL UNIVERSITY



NOWADAYS:

▪ MEXICO (6 Cities)
• CIUDAD JUAREZ 

• GUADALAJARA

• MONTERREY 

• REYNOSA

• TIJUANA

• VERACRUZ

• CHILE 
• SANTIAGO DE CHILE

• EL SALVADOR 

• SAN SALVADOR



INSTRUCTORS

- Dr. Francisco Alabi

- Dr. Sebastián Arana

- Dr. Francisco Barrera

- Dr. Mario Cabrera

- Dr. Felipe Cantú

- Dr. Rúul Chapa

- Dr. Gabriel Galván

- Dr. José Eduardo García

- Dr. Manuel García

- Dr. Rafael Luengas

- Dra. Sandy Martínez

- Dr. Otto Montoya

- Dr. Christian Rodríguez

- Dra. Daye Rodríguez

- Dra. Tatiana Velarde

- Dr. Miguel Zapata

- Dra Patricia Roldán

- Dr. Rey Romero

- Dr Jesús Rodríguez



13 COUNTRIES



Performance as first assistant and as 

surgeon





Educational, academic and friendship



ENDOSCOPIC BASIC AND SOME ADVANCED 

TRAINNING 



ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION IN 

CONGRESS





CURRICULUM 

Currently

34 FELLOWS

Room classes every
two weeks



59 graduated Fellows

24 Fellows now
in the program

9 Fellows begin on
september



•We are…

LATIN AMERICA



It is not about reaching the summit.

But after reaching it… looking down,

making the summit attainable for everyone.

And then… returning home.

(Attributed to “Barragán”; authorship unverified)
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