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To determine whether patients pursuing MBS use online 
crowdfunding. 

To characterize the medical and non-medical sources of 
financial hardship for MBS patients.

To determine what factors are associated with successful 
crowdfunding among MBS patients.



Data Source: GoFundMe from 
2012 to 2023

Ordered logistic regression:
Outcome: $ raised, categorized as:
<$500, $500-$1999, $2000-$4999, >$5000

Covariates: Campaign characteristics, 
county-level SES, year 

Not a real patient,
AI-generated

Study Variables: 
(1) Sociodemographic characteristics
(2) Clinical characteristics
(3) Fundraising motives
     - Medical costs  
     - Non-medical costs 



To determine whether patients seeking MBS use online 
crowdfunding. 

539 GoFundMe campaigns
33.6% for VSG
24.1% for RYGB
2.0% for BPD

73.1% created by the patient

53.4% had health insurance

56.8% >1 comorbidity

Median $ Requested = $8,000
Median $ Raised = $860

8.0% raised all their requested amount
63.1% earned <25% of their requested

9.50% seeking MBS in a foreign country

9.10% MBS to bridge to a 2nd procedure

45.1% non-surgical weight loss attempts



To characterize the medical and non-medical sources of 
financial hardship MBS patients.

15.6%     10.8%       10.2%       7.1%      5.8%  

To determine what factors are associated with successful 
crowdfunding among MBS patients.

Direct Medical Cost: 53.6%
Direct Non-Medical Cost: 35.1%

Non-surgical weight loss 
attempts

(Ref: None mentioned)

OR 0.59
95% CI

0.37-0.94

Mental health
comorbidities

(Ref: None mentioned)

OR 0.55
95% CI

0.32-0.95



Patients pursuing MBS in the US use 
online crowdfunding to subsidize the 

costs of surgery. 

Both medical and non-medical 
expenses are sources of financial 

strain for patients. 

Crowdfunding efforts among MBS 
patients are largely unsuccessful. 

Disclosure of the clinical impact of 
obesity did not lead to more 

crowdfunding success.  
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