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❑ Clinical: Quite easy… 
Severe abdominal pain, polypnea, tachycardia, fever…
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❑ Radiological: Can be not so evident to see a 
“classical” hollow organ perforation 

Peritonitis: Diagnosis



Surgical:
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Peritonitis:

Management:



Surgical:
Laparoscopy? Laparotomy?

Peritonitis:

Gastric remnant resection

Management

From Astrid Rycx a , Hendrik Maes b and Yves Van Nieuwenhove

Gastroraphy
From Pr J. Himpens



Peritonitis: Causes

❑ Perforation

➢ NSAIDs or HP-induced Marginal Ulcer, 
Peptic Ulcerative Disease  

➢ Small Bowel Obstruction: not rare

▪ Jejunojejunal anastomotic stricture

▪ Internal hernia: at or under the level of the JJA

▪ Accumulation of blood -> Remnant outlet obstruction, clots due 
to bleeding or cancer, unknown, hypercoagulable state…

❑ Ischemia and necrosis 

➢ Energy device induced





Mortality rate of BURST Gastric Remnant 
because of necrosis 

>= 85%



Importance of Early Diagnosis



Importance of Early (risk) Diagnosis:
Risk not to be underestimated: 0.03%?

✓ Always  check the Remnant: distention?

✓ Gastrotomy: Emptying, assess G. R. viability

✓ Always adapt: occlusion -> Post op ileus..

✓ Gastrostomy: Decompression, early enteral feeding

Mortality rate of burst G. Remnant because of necrosis >= 85%

Occlusion:
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BLEEDING

❑Life threatening

▪ Risk Factors: Smoking, Helicobacter Pylori
infection,NSAIDs.

▪ Symptoms: Abdominal pain, gastrointestinal bleeding 
(e.g., hematemesis(???), melena), symptoms of an 

hemorragic shock: maybe not evident: no hematemesis

unless…
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Diagnostic Tools

❑Imaging: CT scan with contrast, endoscopy, 
upper GI series.

❑Challenges: Access the remnant via endoscopy

❑Laboratory f.: Blood tests: acidosis, anemia



EMERGENCY SURGERY 

Laparoscopy ? /  (->) Laparotomy ?

RESECTION ?
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Causes

▪ NSAIDs or HP-induced 
Ulcer, Peptic 
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▪ Tumors

▪ GGF
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Why is the Gastric Remnant worth keeping 
In Primary GBP?



❑Endoscopic access: bile ducts…LTG ERCP
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❑ Endoscopic access: bile ducts…LTG ERCP

❑ Reversal

❑Discharge / Feeding

❑ Plasty in case of Gastric Cardia cancer

Why is the Gastric Remnant worth keeping In Primary GBP?





Resective Gastric Bypass

To be considered in selective situations:

❑Ethnic groups

❑Biermer anemia

❑A.Intestinal metaplasia

❑HP resistance



Take-home message

❑Early Risk Diagnosis:

❑Energy device induced burns!!!!!!

❑Occlusion : 

✓ Check the Remnant, 

✓ Gastrotomy, succion, assess viability

✓ Gastrostomy ?: Decompression (ileus) ; early feeding
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Prevention and Long-Term Follow-Up

❑Prevention: Importance of patient education on 
risk factors, regular follow-up, and avoidance of 
NSAIDs.

❑Follow-Up: Regular endoscopic monitoring, 
imaging if symptomatic, lifestyle modifications.
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