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XXVI  IFSO

HEALING THE WORLD BEYOND BORDERS 

Humanitarian Surgery

PAUL McMASTER



BATTLE      SOLFERINO      1859

HUMANITARIAN    CONCEPT 

• GENEVA CONVENTIONS

• HELSINKI CONVENTIONS

• UN RESOLUTIONS - R2PHENRI
DUNANT 



HUMANITARIAN MEDICINE 

COMMUNITIES IN CRISIS….

GOAL  - ‘TO SAVE LIFE …….. RELEIVE SUFFERING’ 

• WAR /CONFLICT

• NATURAL DISASTERS

• MEDICAL EMERGENCY 



UKRAINE 22/23CONFLICT / WAR 





‘CASUALTIES’ OF          
CONFLICT 

CIVILIANS    ESCAPE 





TRIAGE
WHO WILL BENEFIT ? 

MEDICAL CHALLENGES   

OVERWHELM MEDICAL SERVICES  

MASS CASUALTIES 











Anaesthesia

Patient Stability ?

• Blood loss - Temp drop

• Build up Acidosis

• Coagulopathy develop

DAMAGE LIMITATION SURGERY    

< 90 Min Operation 





FRONTIERES ? 



60% WOUNDS    MSF > 24 HRS





EPIDEMICS   - EBOLA / CHOLERA 

WEST  AFRICA 2017/ 2018 





EARTH  QUAKES

HAITI JAN 2010 









HUMANITARIAN   SURGERY 

PEOPLE IN CRISIS  
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